
HS2 IMPLEMENTATION ADVISORY GROUP - 13 December 2018

MINUTES

Present: Councillors: A Rolf (Chairman), D Cole, T Dicicco, B Holmes, 
K Macnaughton, T Richards OBE, K Allsopp and Dame C Spelman 
MP.

Officers: Anne Brereton – Director of Managed Growth
Derek Lawlor – Group Delivery Manager
Paul Tovey – Group Leader - Sustainable Travel and Highway 
Management
Joseph Bright – Democratic Services Officer

Representatives: Jonathan Lord – Senior Engagement Manager, HS2 Ltd
Andy De Bell – Community Engagement Manager, Balfour Beatty Vinci 
(BBV)

1. APOLOGIES 

Councillor D Bell (Councillor K Allsopp – substitute).

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3. QUESTIONS AND DEPUTATIONS 

Requests to address the Advisory Group were submitted by Sheila Cooper, 
Berkswell resident and Richard Lloyd, Heart of England High Speed Railway 
Action Group.

Sheila Cooper made a deputation, where she explained she was speaking as 
an individual and Berkswell resident. She detailed how she had written to Dame 
Caroline Spelman in relation to the original proposal to provide a National 
Cycling Legacy Route along the length of the proposed HS2 railway alignment, 
after hearing reports that the project would no longer be happening. 

Shelia Cooper highlighted how the Government commitment to make cycling a 
realistic travel choice was announced by David Cameron in August 2013. She 
detailed how the previous Prime Minister had committed to a feasibility study to 
explore the potential benefits of developing enhanced local cycle networks 
within the corridor of the proposed HS2 rail alignment, as well as how a national 
cycleway could be created broadly following the route of the HS2 railway line.

Sheila Cooper explained how the study for a National Cycleway was 
commissioned by the Department for Transport (DfT) in January 2014, entitled 
National Cycleway associated with HS2.
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Sheila Cooper detailed how the report published in October 2018 
recommended that the DfT should generally be responsible for all capital 
funding. She stated that the reply from the Secretary of State confirmed that 
neither the DfT nor HS2 had any current plans to fund the National Cycleway 
as outlined in the study. Shelia Cooper explained that the Secretary of State 
had stated there was no central funding available to undertake the schemes 
and it was suggested for Local Authorities to explore funding from other 
sources, including HS2 Ltd. She emphasised the budget pressures Local 
Authorities faced and expressed concern this wouldn’t happen.

Sheila Cooper expressed her disappointment that the National Cycleway 
project was no longer an intended part of the enhancement mitigation to be 
provided for those negatively affected by High Speed Rail. She also stated how 
she believed it was ironic that the Government was not funding a project which 
would provide health benefits for affected communities way into the future, 
whilst it continued to have long term ambitions for cycling and walking. Sheila 
Cooper also expressed her concern that other enhancement mitigation projects 
could be lost, due to cost-cutting exercises, as well as to prevent project delay.

Sheila Cooper queried how much the DfT had spent on the feasibility study. 
She also detailed how she believed it had been reported that High Speed Rail 
had already cost £5.5 billion, 10% of its projected budget. Sheila Cooper also 
flagged up how it had been reported that Crossrail required a further £1.7 billion 
bailout, whilst it was significantly over time and over budget.

Sheila Cooper explained how she had revisited the minutes of the Advisory 
Group meetings since mid 2016 – she emphasised her disappointment that she 
had repeated many questions, which she believed hadn’t been answered and 
were still relevant today. 

Sheila Cooper requested again for a Continuous Haul Route to be provided 
alongside the trace line of HS2. She detailed how the feasibility studies 
undertaken by HS2 Ltd indicated it was not viable; however Sheila Cooper 
expressed her concern the studies hadn’t been published – she requested for 
these studies to be published forthwith.

Sheila Cooper also requested again for the provision of air pollution monitors, 
to be placed strategically throughout the local area, to provide present day 
baseline measurements. 

Sheila Cooper also expressed her concern relating to Local Authorities signing 
Confidential Agreements with HS2 Ltd. She detailed how she believed Solihull 
Council had signed such an Agreement in the past. Sheila Cooper queried 
whether the Agreement remained active and, if not, whether a new Agreement 
been signed.

Councillor Richards OBE explained how he was aware of recent reports in 
regards to cycle networks along the HS2 route. However, he highlighted that, 
separate to this, Full Cabinet had previously received a report on the  ‘Wildlife 
Ways’ initiative, a £16.8m programme of integrated projects that sought to 
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provide more sustainable travel choices, including walking and cycling. 
Councillor Richard OBE also highlighted how the Council was currently 
developing a Walking and Cycling Strategy, where Officers were looking at a 
variety of potential routes and projects to help promote sustainable travel.

Councillor Rolf also detailed how the Council was currently developing a Clean 
Air Strategy, which was due to be considered by Members early in the new 
year. Councillor Dicicco explained how the Council had undertaken air quality 
monitoring, with equipment employed at key locations cross the Borough – it 
was noted the findings of this monitoring had helped inform the Clean Air 
Strategy.

Richard Lloyd also made a deputation, where he flagged up his concerns 
regarding the flow of information from HS2 Ltd. He explained how he had 
requested to have sight of HS2 Ltd’s presentation prior to the meeting – the 
Senior Engagement Manager had declined to provide this, on the basis it 
should be presented to the Advisory Group first.

Richard Lloyd requested for written reports to be included as part of the 
Advisory Groups agenda, rather than presentations or verbal updates. He 
expressed concern that the Councillors or members of the public didn’t have 
sight of this information prior to the meeting.

In regards to the Key Issues Tracker, Richard Lloyd raised the following points:

Ref 1 – Haul routes. Richard Lloyd flagged up how the proposed haul route for 
Burton Green made use of the disused rail route, which followed the current 
Greenway route - he requested for the same approach to be adopted within 
Solihull, for the Kenilworth Greenway.

Ref 2 – Public rights of way. Richard Lloyd flagged up how public right of way 
matters were considered at the Select Committee stage and detailed how he 
gained the understanding there was potential for improvement in respect of the 
proposals – he expressed his disappointment, as he believed there had been a 
lack of progress since. He emphasised the need for effective public 
engagement to determine the best locations for any footpath closures and 
diversions and queried why such discussions could not go ahead now.

Ref 6 – Severance of wildlife migration routes. Richard Lloyd welcomed how 
HS2 were looking to create a ‘green corridor’ of connected woodlands and 
wildlife habitats alongside the railway. However, he expressed concern no 
detailed information had been released so far by HS2 Ltd regarding the 
potential impact of works upon local wildlife groups. Richard Lloyd also queried 
the effectiveness of green bridges in supporting migration routes.

Richard Lloyd detailed how the establishment of a temporary greenway up to 
Berkswell Station would lead to the severance of existing wildlife migration 
routes. He emphasised how the local community required for their concerns to 
be addressed now, prior to the commencement of major construction works.
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Ref 12 – Archaeology. Richard Lloyd emphasised the need to undertake 
archaeological surveys prior to the removal of soil and commencement of 
construction works. He expressed concern at the potential for construction 
workers to destroy historical and valuable assets, on the basis they’re not 
aware anything was located there.   

Richard Lloyd detailed how there would be no written records for Solihull during 
the ‘dark ages’ period, meaning any archaeological finds from this time would 
be particularly significant. He flagged up how HS2 Ltd had advised they were 
consulting with archaeological experts on this matter – Richard Lloyd requested 
to be informed of the experts’ details to enable local engagement.

Ref 19 – System to view applications. Richard Lloyd queried why only one 
planning application was viewable on the Council’s website. He highlighted how 
a delegated decision had been reported to a recent Planning Committee 
meeting, which was entitled "Statement of intent for low risk sites for works 
involving the closure of outlier badger setts that have been identified as not 
used by badgers to enable future construction of the HS2 scheme". He queried 
why no notification had been provided of this application to the local 
community.

Richard Lloyd requested for the Council to publicise and circulate HS2 planning 
applications in the same why they did for other applications.

The Group Delivery Manager explained how the list of applications relating to 
planning and highway matters concerning HS2 were now viewable on the 
Council website. He also drew Members attention to the update provided within 
the Key Issues Tracker, regarding such applications – this stated ‘With regards 
to the publication of low noise risk assessments and Section 61 applications, 
there is no legal basis provided within statutory legislation or policy that 
requires us to publicise such information.  The Council’s legal advice is that if 
details of these requests/applications were made publicly available then by 
doing so may be prejudicial to the decision making abilities of the magistrate on 
subsequent Section 61 appeals.  This is consistent with the approach being 
undertaken by other Local Authorities.’

The Chairman also highlighted how the HS2 Act dis-applied the statutory 
consultation requirements that applied to standard planning applications, whilst 
it was also noted that HS2 Ltd had the lead role in liaising with communities on 
such applications.

4. MINUTES 

The Advisory Group received the minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 
2018.

RESOLVED
That the minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2018 be confirmed 
as a correct record.



HS2 IMPLEMENTATION ADVISORY GROUP - 13 December 2018

5. HIGHWAY SERVICES UPDATE 

The Group Leader for Sustainable Travel and Highway Management explained 
how the list of applications in regards to planning and highway matters, relating 
to HS2, were now provided on the Council’s website and he showed Members 
how to access this. He also detailed how hyperlinks where provided on these 
tracker lists, which enabled people to view further details regarding the 
individual applications.

The Group Leader also confirmed how no major planning or highway 
applications had been submitted at that stage – it was noted only temporary 
and minor applications had been received so far, where it had been agreed for 
such applications to considered by the relevant Officer.

6. PROGRAMME UPDATE FROM HS2 LTD 

The Senior Engagement Manager, HS2 Ltd, and the Community Engagement 
Manager, Balfour Beatty Vinci (BBV), provided an update, where the points 
raised included the following:

Programme update – the Community Engagement Manager (BBV) provided an 
update, with a high level programme of works. It was noted they were currently 
at the design stage, with some construction works anticipated to start in 2019.

Interchange Station – the Senior Engagement Manager (HS2 Ltd) provided 
Members a range of images considered as part of the Interchange Station 
design engagement events. He detailed how over 1000 people attended a 
range of local exhibitions, where architectural engineers were also present, to 
provide information and respond to queries.

The Senior Engagement Manager (HS2 Ltd) detailed how they sought peoples’ 
views on a range of matters, including station design and station plaza, user 
experience, facilities and features, integration with landscape and accessibility.

The Senior Engagement Manager (HS2 Ltd) also explained how they sought 
people’s views on their priorities for creating a gateway station for the region, 
including via the Commonplace website. He detailed how this indicated that 
people placed the greatest emphasis upon the provision of retail and food 
outlets, outdoor spaces for live performances, music, dance and theatre, as 
well as information on events and attractions in the region.

Berkswell – Haul and Delivery routes – the Community Engagement Manager 
(BBV) explained the distinction between these routes, detailing how a haul 
route was a vehicle route which would generally run alongside the trace of the 
HS2 railway, which would be used by construction traffic to move from a 
construction access point to a remote facility or worksite. It was noted that, 
during the development of the haul route, it was necessary to use the highway 
for the delivery route.
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The Community Engagement Manager (BBV) informed Members of the work 
being undertaken to develop potential haulage and delivery routes. He detailed 
how they were looking at creating a continuous haul route by undertaking the 
following:

 Establishing a compound at Park Lane.
 Developing a haul route from Park Lane Compound to Carol 

Green/Truggist Lane
 Developing a haul route between Berkswell Station and Wastes Lane
 Establishing a permanent crossing of the West Coast Mainline by late-

2021.

The Community Engagement Manager (BBV) explained that, whilst the above 
continuous haul route was being developed, it would be necessary to use a 
delivery route along the highway. He detailed that one potential haul route 
being considered was Hall Meadow Road. It was noted this would allow a link 
from the roundabout to run behind the garage, British Legion and Annora 
House, as well as additional car parking and pedestrian access to the station. 
The Community Engagement Manager (BBV) emphasised the use of Hall 
Meadow Road was subject to land constraints, as well as the planning 
application process.

Berkswell Parish Council Haul Route suggestion – the Community Engagement 
Manager (BBV) detailed how he recognised that a suggested haul route had 
been mentioned at previous meetings. He emphasised a formal submission 
had never been made to BBV; however he explained how the proposals were 
not viable, due to the issues they would encounter in the Bayleys Brook and 
Carol Green areas. The Community Engagement Manager (BBV) also provided 
an explanation as to why it wasn’t viable to establish an independent West 
Coast Mainline crossing either. 

River Blythe and Balsall Common Viaducts – the Community Engagement 
Manager (BBV) explained how they were currently at the design stage for these 
viaducts. He detailed how they would hold public engagements events, to seek 
people’s views on the proposed design.

Heath Park – the Community Engagement Manager (BBV) detailed how they 
were looking at ways of minimising the impact of construction works here, 
whereby Coleshill Heath Road Satellite Compound may not be required. It was 
noted how it was anticipated that one corner of the existing pitch layout would 
be affected by construction and fencing. The Community Engagement Manager 
(BBV) explained how assessments were currently being undertaken to 
determine if re-marking the pitches towards the northern end of the site would 
enable the playing areas to be maintained, with the outcome anticipated in the 
first quarter of 2019.

A45 and Bickenhill Recycling Centre – the Community Engagement Manager 
(BBV) explained how a decision on the height of the A45 was anticipated by 
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early January, meaning the impact upon the recycling centre could be 
communicated during the first quarter of the year.

Following the presentation, Members raised the following points:

Members explained that, in respect of potential mitigation measures for loss of 
land at Heath Park, they were anticipating significant improvements to be 
proposed for this area. They noted the proposal to re-mark the pitches to 
ensure the playing areas were maintained – Members emphasised the local 
community would be very disappointed with this and wouldn’t perceive it as 
adequate mitigation to offset the disruption experienced during the construction 
of HS2. 

The Senior Engagement Manager (HS2 Ltd) explained how the local 
community could pursue the Community and Environment Fund (CEF), to help 
secure further mitigation measures within the area. 

Dame Caroline Spelman detailed how it would be beneficial to identify a local 
champion for the area, who could provide valuable experience in regards to the 
preparation of such bids. It was noted that the Reverend Roberts at the Three 
Trees Community Centre had significant experience of submitting such bids, as 
well as comprehensive knowledge of the local area. 

Members highlighted the potential use of Hall Meadow Road as a haul route, 
with up to 350 – 400 HGV movements per day. They emphasised the impact 
this would have upon the local community, as well as upon air quality. Members 
requested for HS2 Ltd to closely engage with the local community upon the 
potential use of this Road, in order to manage this challenge as effectively as 
possible.

Dame Caroline Spelman highlighted how it was proposed for the Chester Road 
to be used during the construction of HS2 and expressed concern, on the basis 
this road was already heavily congested. She queried whether there was 
potential to use the Collector Road instead, to reduce the impact upon the 
Chester Road.

The Senior Engagement Manager (HS2 Ltd) flagged up how they wished to 
establish engagement opportunities in regards to archaeology within the 
Borough. He detailed how they had worked with existing local archaeological 
groups within Warwickshire and wished to do the same within Solihull. The 
Senior Engagement Manager (HS2 Ltd) requested that, if any Members were 
aware of local archaeological groups, to forward the details onto him to enable 
engagement. He also confirmed it could be possible for an HS2 archaeological 
lead to attend a future Advisory Group meeting.

End time of meeting: 7.25 pm


